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MCAC General Assembly Meeting
Monday, April 26, 2021
10:00 – 4:00 PM via Zoom

Minutes

A. Call meeting to order
		Meeting was called to order at 10:03 AM by Justin Lamppa, Men’s Division Chairperson

B. Roll call by college
ATCC – 1, ARCC – 2, CC – 1, CLC – 2, FDLTCC – 1, HCC – 1, ICC – 2, LRCC – 0, LSC – 1, MRC – 1, MSFF – 2, MWCTC – 2, NDSCS – 1, NCTC – 2, PTCC – 0, RRCC – 2, RC – 1, RCC – 1, RCTC – 1, SCTCC – 1, STC – 1, VCC – 1, WTC – 1

C. Introductions
Kurt Kohler, the new executive director of the MCAC, introduced himself and discussed the format of the meeting.

D. Partner Presentations
1. 10:15 – 10:30 AM:  Twin Cities-Gateway (Al Stauffacher)
· Al spoke about the partnership that has been developed with the MCAC over the past several years.  He is excited to continue working with the MCAC to host events in the Twin Cities – Gateway area.  National Sports Center is a great facility to host events, and the dome can hold two softball fields.  He would like to see Clay Target championships come to Metro Gun Club in Blaine.  All also said Twin Cities – Gateway would be interested in hosting NJCAA National Championships in some sports but hasn’t seen a lot of interest from the NJCAA to do that.

2. 10:30 – 11:00 AM:  Marines
· The US Marine Corps could not join today but expressed their desire to talk at the next General Assembly meeting.

3. 11:00 – 11:30 AM:  USA Clay Target (Jason Kelvie and John Nelson)
· John and Jason shared a presentation about USA Clay Target and the great partnership that has existed between USA CT and the MCAC.  They talked about the growth of the sport and the operations of the championships.  Also discussed was the timeline for registrations.

E.   Dr. Bart Johnson – Itasca Community College
· Dr. Johnson shared that in the Fall of 2022 Hibbing, Itasca, Mesabi Range, Rainy River, and Vermilion will be combined for academic programs under the name Minnesota North.  Each college will maintain their own athletic programs.  A review of the athletic programs on each campus will occur over the next year to determine sustainability and effectiveness of each. Dr. Johnson shared confidence that athletic programs will continue on each of the 5 campuses.

F.   Action Items
1. Action by Consent – Mike Flaten (HCC) moved to accept all consent agenda items as posted on the MCAC website, 2nd by Dave Alto (ARCC), unanimous voice approval.
a. Approval of meeting agenda
b. Minutes from 2020-21 committee meetings
c. Sports schedules for 2021-2022

2. Consent items moved for further discussion – no items moved for further discussion

3. Financial Report
a. Statement of finances for FY21 – Mike Lester (RCTC) presented finances for FY21
b. Proposed budget for FY22 - tabled
c. Proposed dues structure for FY22 – Mike Lester (RCTC) moved to keep the dues structure the same for FY22 as was used in FY21, 2nd by Bob Purcell (MWCTC), unanimous voice approval.  Bob Purcell began discussion that if a college is not paying dues, they should not be a voting member – no action taken.
4. New sports declarations by colleges – MN West adding women’s golf and dropping women’s soccer; Lake Superior dropping basketball programs; Fond du Lac suspending football for at least the 2021 season and will make decision in December about the future of football; Alexandria Tech is adding baseball for spring 2023, volleyball and M/W soccer for fall 2022 (announced since this GA meeting)
5. Future meeting dates for 2021-22 – Mary Sam (CLC) moved to hold the fall GA meeting on September 27, 2021 and the spring GA meeting on March 28, 2022 at 10:00 AM; 2nd by Steve King (MSFF); unanimous voice approval.  The meetings will be held virtually unless COVID restrictions considerably improve.
6. Election of officers for standing committees – Paul MacDonald (VCC) moved that the 2021 slate of officers with terms expiring be retained in their current position for another 2-year term and that sport and standing committees be set as discussed (see 2021-22 Sport and Standing Committees document); 2nd by Mike Lester (RCTC); unanimous voice approval.  Discussion ensued regarding a replacement for Chelsea Anderson (RCC) if she is not able to return to work before the end of June.  Mike Lester volunteered to draft an email to administration to solicit nominations for the at-large position and then have the Executive Committee vote on that replacement.

G.   Discussion/Information Items
1. 2021 football schedule update (Steve Crittenden) – Steve Crittenden (ARCC) gave an update about the waiver granted by the NJCAA to allow the MCAC football season to begin two weeks early in 2021.  No competition may occur against non-MCAC opponents this year based on the waiver.
2. 2021-2022 sport participation by college update (Mike Lester) – Mike Lester (RCTC) reminded the body that the NJCAA sport participation form for 2021-22 must be submitted to the NJCAA National Office by June 18, 2021.
3. Vaccination plans by college (Mike Lester) – Mike Lester (RCTC) shared that MCAC College Presidents will discuss mandatory vaccinations.  Any decisions will be communicated at a later date.
4. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (Mary Sam) – Mary Sam (CLC) updated the body on new developments with the DEI committee.  The NJCAA will be hiring a director of DEI and several new trainings will occur at the national office.  RISE is the vendor chosen to be used for training purposes.
5. USA Clay Target (Justin Lamppa) – Justin Lamppa (ICC) referred to the presentation made earlier in the meeting by USA Clay Target.  A committee will meet to evaluate best option to host the MCAC Clay Target Championship in October 2021.  Alexandria is an option. 

H.   Committee Reports
1. Hall of Fame Committee (Mel Millerbernd) – Mel Millerbernd (RRCC) moved that all Hall of Fame nominations be accepted; 2nd by Bob Purcell (MWCTC); unanimous voice approval.  14 new members will be inducted.  MCAC Office will send certificates to the nominating colleges for each inductee and issue a release. 
2. Sport Committees (Justin Lamppa and Todd Thorstad) – No committee reports submitted. 
3. Nominating Committee – No nominating committee report.

I.  Additional business – Steve Crittenden (ARCC) shared that the Molten volleyball has become the new approved volleyball for the NJCAA.  He also shared that COVID testing is optional at regional tournaments but mandatory within 96 hours of the NJCAA National Tournaments.

Nate Hiestand (SCTCC) presented the MCAC/Region XIII baseball plan with financials from the past years.  He requested that the MCAC reimbursement to the host college (SCTCC) be increased from $2800.00 to $5600.00 to cover additional costs of hosting the tournament.  Mike Lester (RCTC) moved that this request be approved; 2nd by Mike Flaten (HCC); unanimous voice approval. 

J.  Adjourn meeting – Mike Flaten (HCC) moved to adjourn; 2nd by Todd Thorstad (RC); unanimous voice approval.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:27 PM.
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