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MCAC Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 13, 2022
9:00 AM, Zoom #92462323549Members
Mike Lester (President) - P	Stu Engen - P			Todd Thorstad - P
Chelsea Anderson - A		Steve King - P			Steve Crittenden - P
Rosalie Hayenga - P		Justin Lamppa - P			Paul Shepherd - A
Mary Sam - P	 		Shannon Nelson P			Kurt Kohler - P



MINUTES

A. Call meeting to order and attendance - Meeting was called to order at 9:02 AM.

B. Action Item – Volleyball divisional alignment with addition of Alexandria

Kurt shared information regarding the discussion that occurred at the December volleyball coaches’ meeting about divisional alignment. Mileage charts were reviewed and the E.C. discussed various topics related to volleyball divisional alignment.

Steve King made a motion that Alexandria Technical and Community College will be added to the North Division, with the South Division colleges remaining as they were in 2021. Todd Thorstad seconded the motion.  Discussion occurred that this should be reviewed after 2022, and Mike Lester voiced concerns of the additional travel and cost related to this decision.  Motion passed 6-2 (Mike Lester and Rosalie Hayenga opposed) with Justin Lamppa abstaining.

C. Discussion/Action Item – Winter and spring sports post-season tournaments – COVID

The committee discussed setting guidelines in place now in case MCAC basketball teams could not compete in the Region XIII Tournament due to COVID positives and quarantines within the team.

Rosalie Hayenga made a motion to re-seed teams within a bracket if there are teams eliminated from the tournament due to COVID positives and quarantines. Openings will not be filled by non-qualifying teams.  All teams must COVID-test players on Monday, February 21 or Tuesday, February 22, with test results returned by Wednesday, February 23.  Justin Lamppa seconded the motion.  Passed unanimously.  This action will now proceed to the Region XIII executive committee for approval.

D. Discussion Item – Central Lakes College MBB sanctions

Kurt shared the Central Lakes College MBB sanctions regarding play of an ineligible athlete. Discussion occurred about whether CLC can participate in MCAC/Region XIII Tournament because it is also an MCAC Championship Tournament.  Based on past precedent and because this is a region tournament with a path to nationals, CLC will not be permitted to participate in the Region XIII MBB Tournament.

The committee discussed having Region XIII submit language to help clean up the NJCAA bylaws around the definition of semi-professional teams, as well as the coaches that work in dual capacities with member colleges and semi-pro teams.  In addition, revising the sanctions to create less of a team impact for the post-season is advised.

E. Discussion/Action Item – Region XIII Women’s Basketball Tournament (Rosalie)

Rosalie Hayenga presented a revised Region XIII Women’s Basketball Tournament format with the North #4 team being replaced by the South #5 team.  Based on having 8 teams in the South Division and only 5 in the North, coaches voted to make this change for 2022.

Rosalie Hayenga made a motion to replace the North #4 team with the South #5 team in the Region XIII Women’s Basketball Tournament for 2022.  Shannon Nelson seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Action will now proceed to the Region XIII executive committee for approval.

F. Informational Item – NJCAA Board of Regents update (Steve Crittenden)

Steve Crittenden gave a report of the NJCAA BoR.  3rd year eligibility topic has been tabled for the foreseeable future.  Regional alignments will be discussed this week.  With Brian Beck’s upcoming departure from the NJCAA, the eligibility and compliance department will be led by Jeff White, NJCAA legal counsel.

G. Committee Updates (if necessary)

H. Additional business - None

I.  Adjourn meeting – Mary Sam made motion for adjournment, Steve King seconded, passed unanimously.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:32 AM.

Next Meeting: February 10, 2022 at 9:00 AM
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