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MCAC General Assembly Meeting
Monday, September 27, 2021
10:00 AM via Zoom #98398818153

MINUTES

A. Call meeting to order – men’s division conducting today’s meeting
Justin Lamppa, Men’s Sports Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM.

B. Roll call and introductions by college
ATC – 1, ARCC – 2, CC – 1, CLC – 2, FDL – 1, HCC – 2, ICC – 3, LCO – 1, LSC – 1, MRC – 0, MSFF – 2, MWCTC – 2, NDSCS – 1, NCTC – 3, PTCC – 0, RRCC – 1, RC – 1, RCC – 1, RCTC – 1, SCTCC – 1, SWTCC – 1, VCC – 1, WTC - 1

C. Partner Presentations
1. 10:15 – 10:30 AM:  U.S. Marines
Capt. Reineman joined from the US Marines and spoke about the services that the Marines can do for the MCAC through our agreement.  They will be set up at several events and can do some leadership training sessions with teams that want that.

2. 10:30 – 10:45 AM: USA Clay Target
Jason Kelvie from USA Clay Target gave an update of MCAC Clay Target League. Record setting participation occurred this year with 266 participants, 18% female.  Bismarck, Bottineau, and MSFF added sport this year. MCAC Championship will be Oct. 19 at Alexandria Shooting Park.

D.   Action Items
1. Action by Consent
a. Approval of meeting agenda
ARCC motioned to approve agenda, SCTCC seconded, passed unanimously.
b. Minutes from 2021-22 committee and sport coaches meetings
RCTC motioned to approve minutes from committees and coaches meetings, HCC seconded, passed unanimously.
c. Sports schedules for winter and spring 2021-2022
Schedules are posted on the MCACsports website and can be reviewed there. Already approved through executive committee.

2. Consent items moved for further discussion – None

3. Financial Report (Mike Lester)
Mike Lester gave a financial report and shared the balances and summary listed below. He states that the MCAC is in good shape this year. 2021-22 will be the final year that RCTC will handle finances for the MCAC and that responsibility will need to move to another college for FY23.
a. FY 22 MCAC General Ledger Balance
b. FY 22 MCAC Statement Balance
c. FY 22 MCAC Dues Summary

4. New sports declarations by colleges
Alexandria Tech – M&W Soccer in Fall 2022, VB in Fall of 2022, Baseball in Spring 2023
Central Lakes – Clay Target in Fall 2022
Southwest Tech – Clay Target in Spring 2022 and Women’s Golf in Fall 2022
ARCC – Clay Target and Wrestling with start dates TBD
SCTCC – M&W Soccer with start dates TBD

Steve Crittenden gave an update about NJCAA Clay Target becoming an emerging sport – RFP process for choosing a vendor will begin soon.

5. Future meeting date for 2021-22:  March 28, 2022 at 10:00 AM (in person or via Zoom?)
ARCC made a motion to meet in person with option for Zoom on March 28-29, 2022, FDLTCC seconded, passed unanimously.

E.   Discussion/Information Items
1. NJCAA vs. MCAC allowable play dates (MCAC Office)
Lengthy discussion about the NJCAA and MCAC contest limits occurred.  Kurt shared chart of MCAC vs. NJCAA games/dates. Multiple individuals shared thoughts. Steve Crittenden stated that presidents should be involved in this decision and that members of the General Assembly should visit with their presidents about this topic.  Kurt will send out survey/straw poll to determine whether colleges want to move to NJCAA limits or stay with current limits.  MCAC will address again at the Spring MCAC meeting.

2. Release time for coaches (Dwight Kotila)
Dwight Kotila discussed the history of coaching contract release time and asked to put a small group together to come up with a proposal/discussion topics to share with the negotiating committee.  Individuals interested in being part of that group can reach out to Dwight.

3. COVID Protocols
a. Cancellation of games (no contest) or reschedule
Kurt shared the NJCAA definition of forfeit vs. no contest. Discussion occurred regarding whether to mandate rescheduling of all contests that could not be played on the originally scheduled date due to COVID. Cost of transportation was also discussed for teams that may have to send one basketball team on the original date and then send the other team on the make-up date. ARP funding may be an option to pay for expenses associated with rescheduled contests. Consensus from the General Assembly is that all games should be rescheduled by the last available date to play as outlined in Sport Codes.

b. Minimum number of participants to play
If teams have the minimum number of participants (eligible and healthy) to start a competition, as defined by NCAA rules, the game must be played.

4. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (Mary Sam)
No update at this time.

5. NJCAA Board of Regents (Steve Crittenden)
Steve Crittenden gave an update on the Board of Regents.  He shared that he is the chair of the NJCAA DIII Counsel. Steve asked what topics need to be addressed at Board meetings. Bat compression testing was discussed, and it is in place and must be followed beginning this season for baseball and softball. Another issue is the number of teams/regions on the east coast and proper representation on committees.

Football polling was discussed.  Additional polling members have been discussed to even the polling group up somewhat.  Jake Ripple was added to the committee. 

NJCAA Student Athletic Council needs student reps from each region.  Encourage students to get involved.

NJCAA hired a full-time staff member to address equity, diversity, and inclusion and facilitate the EDI Committee.  Third year eligibility will also be addressed with this committee.

Emerging NJCAA sports – Esports, Clay Target, Men’s VB, Women’s Flag Football, Women’s Wrestling.

F.   Committee and Sports Reports
1. Reports from sports committees (Justin Lamppa and Todd Thorstad)
a. Football – Mike Lester
Season seems to be going well. No COVID cancellations as of week 4. Ejections are rising and there are concerns with the number from Region 13. Clarification with the NJCAA should be sought regarding the targeting rule and suspensions resulting from that rule.  CSP will be the championship site.
b. M/W Soccer – Dave Alto
October 20 and 23 for women’s soccer regional; October 21 and 24 for men’s soccer regionals. October 29-30 are districts.
c. Volleyball – Mel Millerbernd/Leslie Reed
No updates. Century is in South Division and Region XIIIA.
d. Golf – Jason Retzlaff
Fall season has gone well. MN West added women’s golf this season.  October 4-5 is national fall qualifier hosted by Southwest WI Tech.
e. Clay Target – Justin Lamppa
MCAC Championships will be October 19.  Discussion will need to occur if NJCAA makes Clay Target a varsity sport.
f. M/W Basketball – Mike Flaten
Men and Women Region XIII Tournaments will both take place at Anoka-Ramsey CC. NJCAA game ball is Spalding and must have the NJCAA logo.  Hudl is approved film exchange platform. Media timeouts are approved for this season. 
g. Wrestling – Todd Thorstad
Itasca will host the MCAC Duals and Ridgewater will host the MCAC Tournament.
h. Baseball – Justin Lamppa
Number of contests will be discussed further after being tabled by the General Assembly.
i. Softball – Todd Thostad
RRCC and NDSCS were the two teams that came out of Region 13 tournaments for nationals.
2. Nominating Committee – Mel Millerbernd
No update.
3. Hall of Fame Committee – Mel Millerbernd
Approval is typically in the spring.  However, approval of the 3 current nominations from St. Cloud Tech is given. Ryan Schneider, Kassidy Klaphake, Donielle Kurvers Kasper are the 3 nominees. Nate Hiestand motioned to approve, Todd Thorstad seconded, unanimous approval.

G.  Additional business
1. Softball roster limits – Dave Alto
Dave will bring this proposal to the softball coaches meeting.

2. Baseball/Softball Compression Bat Testing – Mel Millerbernd
Discussion about bat testing occurred again with a little more clarification.

H.  Adjourn meeting
Mike Flaten made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mel Millerbernd, passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 12:37 PM.

Region XIII meeting on Tuesday, September 28 at 10:00 AM via Zoom.
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